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In the name of Allah, Most Gracious, Most Merciful 

 

Line 2 

 

And Salat on the Prophet [peace be upon him] the chosen one, his family, companions and those who follow [in 

his footsteps]. 

 

By Salat [plural Salawat] on the Prophet [peace be upon him] we mean, May Allah’s Mercy be 

upon him. And if we add ‘his family’ [wa ali 1] then the scholars [‘ulama] say that it could possibly 

mean the entire nation [ummah] and this meaning is what is preferred by the author [Allah 

sanctify his soul]. 

We send Salat and Salam on the Prophet on whom Allah placed the crown of dignity [taj al-

wiqar]. As for Salat and Salam, scholars interpret it to mean [praise, blessings and salutations].  

And the entire existence is infused with light [Nur] because of his existence [wa nawwiru bi-

wujudihil aqtari] and he is the one who prohibited us from following our whims and fancies by 

opposing the Shari’a [al-nahi ‘an ittiba’il hawa] and following our lower self [nafs] and the shaytan. 

And through it [Salat on the Prophet] we are given blessings, through it may we achieve our 

goals and because of this reality we find here the proof [dalil] to recite and use the salat on the 

Prophet as a means to fulfilling our needs. 

And Salat on the Prophet [peace be upon him] is so high that the most basic benefit according to 

Sayyid Bakri Shatta, ‘Salat on the Messenger of Allah suffices one from having a Shaykh’ [al-Salatu ‘ala 

rasuli yughni ‘anish-shaykh]. 

 

 

1. [When the ‘ali’ is accompanied by ‘Tayyibin wa Tahhirin’ then there is no doubt that it refers only to the family 

and house hold [ahli bayt] of the Prophet [peace be upon him]. 

http://islamictext.wordpress.com/


2 

 

And to recite Salutations and Blessings upon Allah's Messenger [peace be upon him] is evident in 

the following Quranic verse:  

"Undoubtedly, Allah and His Angels send blessings on the Prophet, O you who believe! Send upon him blessings 
and salute him fully well in abundance" [Surah al-Ahzab, Verse 56].  

Here, in the above verse, Allah Almighty at the very outset attributed salawat on our Beloved 
Prophet Sayyidina Muhammad [peace be upon him], first to Himself then to His Angels and 
after this enjoined on the Muslims to do the same, by saying, "Undoubtedly, Allah and His Angels 
send blessings on the Prophet. O you who believe! Send upon him blessings and salute him fully well in 
abundance". There cannot be a greater honor for the Believers than this, who have been favored 
with a share in this Divine Action by Allah Almighty and His Angels.  

Sayyid Bakri Shatta lists the following ahadith [prophetic narrations] on the benefits of salawat on 
the Prophet [peace be upon him]: 

He [peace be upon him] said,  

One who sends a salat on me, expressing it in a book [fi kitab] then the Angels [Mala-ika] will seek 

forgiveness [istighfar] on his behalf as long as the salawat remains in the book [ma dami ismi fi dhalika 

l-kitab].  

And he [peace be upon him] said,  

Those who send regular salawat on the prophet [peace be upon him] can be reasonably certain that the 

satisfaction [Rida] of Allah is on you. 

And he [peace be upon him] said,  

One who sends lots of salawat on me, Allah orders the entire creation [jami’ al-makhluqat] to seek 

forgiveness for you [an yastaghfirulahu] while you are alive [fi hayatihi] and after you have passed away 

[wa ba’da mawtihi]. 

And he [peace be upon him] said,  

Send abundant salawat on me as it is a light for you in your grave [nur fil qubur] and a light for you 

when crossing the bridge across the fire of Hell [ wa nur ‘ala al-Sirat] and a light for you in the Garden 

[wan ur fil jannah] 

And he [peace be upon him] said, 

It lessens the Anger of Allah [tatfi al-ghadahb al-Jabbar] towards you and it lessens the plans of the 

shaytan to undermine you.  

The Messenger of Allah [peace be upon him] said, 
 

Whoever sends one Salat upon me [man salla ‘alayya wahidan], Allah will send ten Salawat upon him 
[sallah Allahu ‘alayhi ‘ashra]. 

 
 



3 

 

Imam Ahmad recorded that Aws bin Aws Ath-Thaqafi [may Allah be pleased with him], said: 
"The Messenger of Allah [peace be upon him] said, 
 

One of the best of your days is Friday; on this day Adam was created and died, on this day the Trumpet 

(Sur) will be blown and all will have swoon away. So on this day send plenty of Salah upon me, for your 

Salah will be presented to me.) They said, `O Messenger of Allah, how will they be shown to you after 

your body has dispersed into the earth' He said [peace be upon him], ‘Allah has forbidden the earth to 

consume the bodies of the Prophets.’''  

 

It was the regular weekly practice [wird] of Abdullah ibn Mas’ud [Allah be pleased with him] to 

recite salawat on the Prophet [peace be upon him] two-thousand times on the day of Jumu’a.  

[Imām al-Ghazālī reported it in his Ihyā. Al-Haythamī reported it in his al-Zawā'id] 

Question 

Is it permissible to abbreviate words and praises like [Sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam]? 

Answer 

There is difference of opinion on the matter. Those who permit it say that if it is permissible to 

translate from the Arabic [Sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam] to English [peace be upon him] then it 

must also be permissible to use the various styles of the language. This is then their reasoning for 

allowing the abbreviation. It is of course best [afdal] to write it out in full. 

And Salawat on the Messenger [peace be upon him] in general is a benefit without end and it 
removes darkness from the heart. And with it [meaning the who holds fast to it and does it 
regularly], it makes the Shaykh superfluous meaning he does not need a Shaykh [wa tughni ‘ani 
shaykh]. And the Shaykh meant here is the personal Shaykh and not the Shaykh who teaches the 
basic daily practices like prayer, fasting, charity, hajj [Fiqh]. The reason that many Shaykh’s of 
[Fiqh] are necessary is because one needs as many views on practical matters as possible. Salawat 
on the Prophet [peace be upon him] will do for you what the spiritual personal guide [Shaykh] 
will do for you. 
 
And we have found in one of the Ijazat books of the scholars of old [from Makkah] some advice 

[nasihat] to recite salawat regularly and it reads, ‘‘And I say to you, there will come a time when nothing 

will be better for this nation than reciting salawat on the Messenger [peace be upon him].’ 

And salawat on the messenger increases ones sustenance [tukthiru rizq] and one who persists in 

it, Allah makes his flesh forbidden for the fire [harrama Allahu jasadan ‘ala n-Nar] and it is of the 

established means of attaining proximity to Allah [Qurb ila Allah]. 
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As the Prophet [peace be upon him] said,  

Jibril [on him be peace] came to me and said, ‘One who sends one salat on me, Allah will send ten 

salawat on this person, and the one who reads ten salawat on me, Allah will send one hundred salawat 

on him, and one who sends one hundered salawat on me, Allah will send one thousand salawat on him, 

and the one who sends one thousand salawt on me, Allah will make his flesh forbidden for the fire of 

Jahannam. And if Allah sends one salawat on you then it is suffices. 

And it is necessary for the one reading salawat to observe its etiquette [wa yanbaghi al-Shakhsa] 

which includes: 

To eat permissible [halal] foods, to be in a state of ritual purity [wudhu], to face the Ka’ba 

[Mustaqbilal Qibla] and to reflect on the Prophetic personality [peace be upon him]. And to 

recite the salawat slowly with care and without rushing as one would do whilst reading the 

Quran. 

He [peace be upon him] said, 

If you send salawt on me, do it as best you can [fa ahsinu s-salawatu ‘alay] as your salawat might be 

presented to me.’ 

And if you are alone then the best manner is to sit [bi tawarruk 1] and it is permissible to stand 

while one must acknowledge that he [peace be upon him] did not like people standing for him 

and this is due to his immense humility. 

And the best manner is to stand when in a group and this comes from the understanding of the 

companions [ashab] [Allah be pleased with them]. 

In the Sunnah we find the Prophet [peace be upon him] telling Sayydina Uthman, ‘and when you 

enter upon Makkah then give this letter to the leader first’. Uthman first performed his circumambulation 

[tawaf] of the Ka’ba. Here we find that etiquette preceded the order of the Rasul’s order. 

And when the Prophet [peace be upon him] ordered Abu Bakr to lead the prayer, he [Abu Bakr] 

refused saying, ‘How can I lead the prayer with the Messenger of Allah present?’ Here etiquette preceded 

the order of the Prophet [peace be upon him]. 

And the above two examples are used by Imam al-Hafidh Jalal al-din al-Suyuti in his fatwa 

allowing one to stand for the Messenger of Allah [peace be upon him] as these acts are done 

purely out of love for the beloved of Allah [peace be upon him]. 

 

 

 

 

1. Tawarruk [To sit in such a manner that the left shin is not under the left thigh, shifting it towards the right, with 

the buttocks on the ground.]  


